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wrong; and Mr. Mill right; but the mere
fact of their antagonism is sufficient to show
that the meaning of " the phrase" need not
be what Mr. Mill supposes it must be. In
fact, " the Absolute" in philosophy always
has meant the One as distinguished from the
Many, not the One as including the Many.
But, as applied to Sir "W. Hamilton,, Mr.
Mill's remarks on " the Absolute/' and his
subsequent remarks on " the Infinite/' not
only misrepresent Hamilton's position; but
exactly reverse it. Hamilton maintains that
the terms " absolute " and " infinite " are per-
fectly intelligible as abstractions, as much so
as " relative " and " finite;" for " correlatives
suggest each other/3 and the " knowledge
of contradictories is one;" but he denies
that a concrete thing or object can be posi-
tively conceived as absolute or infinite. Mr.